
T h e v o i c e c v . c a

Columbia Valley, BC #44 Issue

Your weekly community magazine

Resident Evil:

Biohazard can stand

against the best of

them. Worth playing.

HORROR
GAMING
DONE RIGHT

A black bear was

spotted in -25 degree

weather.

WILDLIFE MAY
BE FOOD
CONDITIONED

British Columbia is

ensuring residents

have emergency

access to food.

FUNDS FOR
FARMERS
MARKETS

Students have

returned to in-class

learning

environments.

K-12 RETURN
TO SCHOOL

I N S I D E T H I S E D I T I O N

PHOTOGRAPHER
Jen Bewski



T h e V o i c e o f t h e C o l u m b i a V a l l e y

T h e Vo i c e C V. c a2

LETTER FROM THE VOLUNTEERS

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

For many this is a time for new beginnings
and resolutions. Over at the Valley Voice
camp, we have a lot of exciting things to roll
out for you this year. We’re keeping tight
lipped about them for now but stay tuned
because they’re going to be amazing.

One of the things our volunteers want to do
is feature more non-profit organizations and
the people who do amazing things for our
communities. The positive impact these or-
ganizations and people have are important

to our communities and a light deserves to
be shined on them.

We will be reaching out to non-profits over
the coming weeks, though we would love to
hear from our readers of any people and or-
ganizations who are doing good in the com-
munity. We want to feature the positive im-
pacts they have in our community, so send
us an e-mail and let us know.

The VVV

PHOTOGRAPHER
Jessie Blakley
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

The Volunteers of the Columbia
Valley Voices Online Magazine
are dedicated to providing
content that is generated and
supported by our valley
residents.

We welcome and encourage all
communication - we want to
know how we're doing!

Send us a note on Facebook or
Instagram @thevoicecv

OR

by email to news@thevoiceca.ca

PHOTOGRAPHER
Anonymous

mailto:news@thevoice.ca
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K-12 R e t u r n
t o S c h o o l

Students have returned to in-class learning environments.

Despite the risk of the highly-transmissible
Omicron variant, B.C. government officials have
announced students across the province will
return to in-class learning environments.
Students returned to enhanced safety
measures in place at schools which include
break times being staggered, virtual assemblies,
and restrictions on visitors. Three-layered
masks will also be accessible to schools.

Staff and students are being asked by the
provincial government to pay close attention to
their health. Should they show any symptoms or
signs of illness, staying home would be the best
course of action. Communication between
parents and schools on the spread of COVID-19
will also be adjusted. In a statement reported by
myeastkootenaynow.com, Education Minister
Jennifer Whiteside had the following
comments.

“Schools will be monitoring attendance closely
and notify public health and the school
community if attendance dips notably below

typical rates for this time of year,” explained
Whiteside. “That will trigger a response from
public health, which may include an
investigation and rapid testing to get a better
understanding of what’s going on on the
ground.”

In response, the president of the B.C. Teachers
Federation Terri Mooring, held a news
conference to express frustrations towards the
lack of protection being provided by the
government. She mentioned the importance of
avoiding school closures and the frustrations
from the union surrounding the layers of
protection available. Mooring wants the
province to make N95 masks accessible to
students and staff, upon request. She also calls
for booster dose prioritization for teachers and
more support towards getting students
vaccinated.

Schools will also no longer be responsible to
report individual COVID-19 cases for contact
tracing. Instead, health authorities will only be

https://www.myeastkootenaynow.com/21385/b-c-students-head-back-to-class-on-monday/
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“Schools will be
monitoring
attendance closely
and notify public
health and the
school community if
attendance dips
notably below
typical rates for this
time of year.”

Rapid Testing

B.C. Health Officials are facing calls from across
the province to make rapid testing more
accessible. With students returning to school,
improving the accessibility of rapid testing could
help keep protect families and educators. Rapid
tests are expected to arrive in the province at the
end of next week which would then be distributed
accordingly. Symptomatic school staff will receive
accessibility first with support for families and
children to follow. The rapid tests already
received by the province have been assigned to
long-term care facilities for health workers
currently assigned there along with remote
Indigenous communities.

Health Order in Place

The province has announced 349 people are
hospitalized with COVID-19 while nine have died
from the disease. Currently, 23.9% of COVID-19
tests in the province have come back positive
which is above the 5% test-positivity rate, which
indicates a concerning level of community
transmission. The Omicron variant is rapidly
spreading with a total of 3,144 new cases being
reported and impacting testing capacity in the
province.

In the wake of Omicron’s rapid spread, business
owners across the province are now being
ordered to re-activate their COVID-19 safety plans
in response to the spread of Omicron. B.C.
employers are required to have approved health
and safety protocols implemented to reduce the
spread of COVID-19. This order requires
employers to minimize the risk of COVID-19 to
staff and customers through physical barriers,
capacity limits indoors, etc.
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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Inspection, Testing & Maintenance

For more information please call/email 
250.409.7233

admin@corfirepro.ca
www.corfirepro.ca

We provide you with pieces of equipment and training
to help protect you, your loved ones, employees, and

your investments from dangerous fires. 
 

Coaches Ashley and Christian have a
combined 17 years experience. We offer both
adult and kids Brazilian Jiu jitsu programs, as
well as women's options for both Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu and self defense.

We can be contacted via:
e mail @ journeybjj2020@gmail.com
phone @ 250-421-7886
Facebook @ Journey Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Instagram @ journeybrazilianjiujitsu

mailto:journeybjj2020@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Journeybjj
https://www.instagram.com/journeybrazilianjiujitsu/
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Funds for
Farmers
British Columbia is ensuring residents have emergency access to food.

The provincial government is providing farmer’s
markets with funding to help them operate
during emergency situations. This is to ensure
residents across the province have access to
food in the event of an emergency. With the
events last year including wildfires and floods
taking out roads and highways, this is a much-
welcomed relief for many communities across
the province.

Eligible applicants include non-profit groups, co-
operatives, corporations, local governments,
and First Nations farmers market operators that
primarily sell food and beverage products from
British Columbia. Applicants who are eligible will
receive up to $15,000 each and can be used
towards signs, merchandising, storage,
transportation, power, and other operating
costs.

The funding is a one-time, cost-shared,
reimbursement-based program delivered
through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership,
in collaboration with the BC Association of
Farmers’ Markets. It will help markets come
back stronger from their pre-pandemic

operating levels, set a strong foundation for
future growth and long-term success, and
support efforts to strengthen B.C.’s food security.
In a press release by the B.C. government, B.C.
Minister of Agriculture Lana Popham had the
following comments.

“This new program funding will help ensure
farmers’ markets can stay open and operate
during emergencies so British Columbians can
access the foods they count on,” said Lana
Popham, B.C.’s Minister of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries. “Through the pandemic and extreme
weather events the province has seen over the
last year and a half, the importance of local food
has never been greater. Markets will be able to
grow and welcome more vendors while keeping
everyone healthy and safe.”

Applications are being taken by the provincial
government on a first-come, first-served basis
and can be filed HERE. Deadline for submitting
applications is January 28th at 12:00pm.

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2022AFF0001-000003
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fmexpansion
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Wildlife May
Be Food
Conditioned

A black bear was spotted
in -25 degree weather.

Bears are normally hibernating during
the winter season and are not seen
roaming around, especially during
these frozen temperatures. Though, a
black bear was seen in Kimberley last
week in -25 degree Celsius
temperatures. WildSafeBC claims this
may be a sign the bear is food
conditioned which is why they are
venturing out of hibernation.

A black bear was first spotted on
December 28th in Kimberley
wandering around the front yard of a
resident. WildSafeBC also reported a
black bear being spotted by the
Convervation Officer Service the
same day.

If you have a concern regarding a
bear during the winter time, it is best to
contact the Conservation Officer
Service and do the following.
• Don’t try to approach, capture, or

feed the bear. This may cause
them to become habituated with
you which is the opposite of what
you want.

• Report the sighting to the RAPP
line (1-877-952-7277) so the
Conservation Officer Service has
all the information on whereabouts
to respond.

• Provide as much information on
the size and behaviour of the bear
as possible.
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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The Kootenays ended the year with a dip to the
unemployment rate by 0.6% from the previous
year, 2020. 74,000 people were working and 4,700
people were looking for employment last month
out of a total population of 139,800.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPS

The City of Cranbrook is reminding residents that
snow is required to be cleared from sidewalks
within 24 hours of snowfall. There has been chal-
lenges in where property owners will put the
snow due to the exceptional amount the commu-
nity has experienced. The city recommends resi-
dents pile the snow onto an area of their prop-
erty.

CRANBROOK REMINDS RESIDENTS TO

CLEAR SNOW

NEWS BITES
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Sparwood Fire Department recently responded
to a call for a Carbon Monoxide alarm inside a
home. The fire department is urging residents to
ensure their in-home exhaust vents are cleared
of any snow, ice, or other obstructions/debris.
These can cause a blockage in your vent, caus-
ing Carbon Monoxide to leak into your home.

CLEAR YOUR EXHAUSTS

RCMP responded to a fire on December 18th,
2021 at the Kimberley Alpine Resort. The fire had
engulfed the operators hut at the top of Northstar
Quad and has been deemed arson. RCMP offi-
cials said investigators are continuing to work on
the case, and anyone who may have information
can contact the Kimberley RCMP at 250-427-4811.

ARSON IN K IMBERLEY
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H o r ro r G a m i n g
Done Right
Resident Evil: Biohazard can stand against the best of
them. Worth playing.

This year I am on a quest to actually complete
games. I’ve hopped around way too many
games and never actually completed them.
After the depressing adventure that is called
Cyberpunk 2077, I figured I’d dive head first
into another intense adventure, though in a
different way.

I started playing Resident Evil: Biohazard and
didn’t stop for 4 straight hours. I didn’t even
realize that much time had passed, yet it had.
The game has all the elements you know and
love about Resident Evil with a completely
new twist on the game. Instead of fighting
some corporation who unleashed a virus of
mutating zombies into the world, you’re
thrusted into a supernatural world that is
reminiscent of Texas Chainsaw Massacre.
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JOSH GRIEVE
G a m e r a n d A u t h o r

Sometimes that makes for an interesting
backdrop, especially as you begin to trace the
residents of the Dulvey Mansion’s descent into
savagery and uncover the way it’s manifested in
their domestic life. Traces of humanity aren’t
hard to find behind all the locked doors: old
photographs, trophies for academic
achievement, a discarded football helmet.
Compared to the cold, medieval interior of the
still-beloved Spencer Mansion, the Baker
household actually feels like a lived-in space
rather than a grandiose maze of traps and
hidden laboratories, which is an interesting and
more intimate change of scenery that focuses
on something that the series has never fully
explored before.

The environment, gameplay, and thrills are
worth it for any horror gamer. You start off
chasing ghosts and end up uncovering a tragic
mystery that only leads to more thrills and
horrific uncoverings. While I haven’t completed
the game yet, I’m chomping at the bit to get
back into that house. I recommend this game to
any horror or Resident Evil fan. Average
completion looks to be 10-15 hours which is
perfect for a short break between games.
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B.C. Home
Owner’s Grant
92% of residential properties will be covered by the grant.

The B.C. Home Owner Grant is for homeowners in
northern or rural areas of the province that lowers
the amount of property taxes people need to pay
on their primary residence. The grant has a total of
$1.975 available and can be as much as $770 to
$1,045 for seniors or those with a disability.

The grant is reduced by $5 for every $1,000 of
assessed value above the threshold. Low-income
seniors, veterans and people with disabilities who
lose some or all of their grant due to the high value
of their homes can apply separately for a low-
income grant supplement that can replace any
grant amount lost due to the threshold.

Those who would like to apply for the Home Owner
Grant can do so through the B.C. government
website. You can also receive help by calling 1-800-
663-7867 or by visiting a ServiceBC Centre.

It’s recommended to apply for the grant in May
once homeowners have received their BC
Assessment notice and municipal property tax
notice. In order to complete your application,
assessment roll and jurisdiction numbers will be
required. For homeowners 55+ or financially
supporting a dependent child, you may also be
eligible for property tax deferment.

http://www.gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant
http://www.gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant
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A LITTLE FUN

What’s the difference between
a poorly dressed man on a
unicycle and a well-dressed

man on a bicycle?

Attire.



GET INVOLVED
There are MANY ways you can get involved with this awesome

online publication! We hope to hear from you.

FOR A FULL-PAGE PLACEMENT
Donate a product or service for giveaway through
the Valley Voice. Help us give back to the readers
and we will help place you. Though, we will likely
reserve this to one per issue. Businesses can choose
to host more than one giveaway through Valley
Voices to obtain additional feature pages.

FOR A FULL-PAGE FOOD WRITE UP
We will ask you to provide the meal set you want
tasted, at no charge, to our public food writer. (One
of the front facing volunteer positions through the
Valley Voice where anonymity is not always
possible.) You will be notified when to expect the
critic and they will introduce themselves. Once the
meal has been completed, you can expect a full-
page review, complete with photography of your
food, to appear in a future issue.

TO GET ON THE COVER
This one is really easy… take the best
photo. If the best photo has been
submitted by a business, it’s the
business who will be credited on the
front page.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER!
We are still looking for content curators, front-facing liaisons, photographers, and promoters.

Want to get involved?

Email us at news@thevoicecv.ca

Any and all businessess, organizations and
entrepreneurs are welcome to sumbit a business ad
for free. *Ads must be refreshed periodically. Once
an add is out of date or stale, we will remove it.*

BUSINESS ADS

VISIT US ON SOCIAL
@thevoicecv

VISIT US ONLINE
thevoicecv.ca

mailto:news@thevoicecv.ca

