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LETTER FROM THE VOLUNTEERS

The mask mandate has been lifted! Many of
us are excited to see the faces of those we
haven't seen since last year. Though, there
are some who still wish to protect themselves
from the virus by wearing masks at indoor
public spaces.

This is acceptablel!

Whether you choose to continue wearing your
mMask for your health, the health of your family,
or simply personal choice, or should you choose
Not to, please just be kind.

It's easy for stigma to be created from our
perceptions. It's easy to be hateful. Let's try
instead to be kind and supportive - just as we
did when the mandate was in effect.

TheVoiceCV.ca
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Caution: Ice

Columbia Valley Rural Fire & Rescue Services reminds residents
to use caution when operating on frozen bodies of water. The
Windermere Fire and Panorama Fire teams will be updating their
lce Rescue training this weekend on Lake Windermere.
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Mask Mandate

The provincial government has removed the mandate requiring
Mmasks to be worn at indoor public spaces.

As a result of COVID-19 cases declining
from both infection and hospitalization
perspectives, the provincial government
lifted the mask mandate on March 11th.
This means face coverings will no longer be
required at indoor public spaces, though
some workplaces may still recommend or
require masks to be worn in certain

settings. Though, this is a decision to be
made by the owner of the space.

The requirement of face coverings is still in
effect for doctors’ offices, patient contact
areas, and federally-regulated workplaces.
This includes airports and airplanes as they
are federally-regulated.

TheVoiceCV.ca
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In a statement reported by CTV, Provincial
Health Office Dr. Bonnie Henry shared how
she will personally be handling the updated
mask mandate.

‘I continue to wear my mask if I'm on
public transit and | would encourage others
to do so too. We know it protects us, but it's
also a sign of respect of protection for
others.”

It's being recommended by the province to
continue wearing a mask in spaces where
physical distancing can be challenging.
Also for those who are older, immune
compromised, don't have a booster or initial

Columbia Valley

vaccinations, or have children who are not
vaccinated are recommended to continue
wearing your mask while at indoor public
spaces.

While the mask mandate has been lifted,
the restrictions surrounding vaccine cards
and rapid testing will continue to be in
place. The mandate requiring vaccination
status to be presented in certain spaces is
expected to be relieved on April 8th, 2022.
On this date, the B.C. government will also
be removing COVID-19 work safety plans to
transition back to communicable disease
plans.

I'll continue to wear my mask if I'm on
public transit and | would encourage
others to do so too. We know it protects

us, but it's also a sign of respect of
protection for others.

The Risk of Unmasking

Many of us are excited to see the smiling
faces of locals we hadn't seen in what feels
like forever. Though lifting the mask
mandate doesnt signal that we are out of
the thick of things with the COVID-19
pandemic. The virus is still present and can
infect others around you. Lifting the mask
mandate now puts responsibility on each
of us to ensure we do our part to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.

Provincial Health Office

When assessing your risk of being
unmasked in public spaces, there are
things to keep in mind such as your
vaccination status and those around you.
It's important to also be cognizant of how
much COVID-19 is spreading throughout
your community. This can factor into your
plans depending on where youre going,
whether it is expected to be a crowded
setting or not.

Wearing a mask shows..
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Kindness
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It Feels Like Forever

The COVID-19 pandemic feels like it's been a part of our lives for a very long time and it
certainly has as we're now over the two-year mark. The mask mandate was introduced in
British Columbia on August 25th, 2021 to slow the transmission of COVID-19 across
communities in the province. The order required masks to be worn in indoor public spaces
regardless of your vaccination status.

The settings included:
. malls, shopping centres, coffee shops and retail and grocery stores;
liquor and drug stores;
airports, city halls, libraries, community and recreation centres;
restaurants, pubs and bars (unless seated);
on public transportation, in a taxi or ride-sharing vehicle;
areas of office buildings where services to the public are provided;
common areas of sport and fithess centres when not engaged in physical activity;
common areas of post-secondary institutions and non-profit organizations; and
inside schools for all K-12 staff, visitors and students in grades 4-12.

The mask mandate had been reviewed many times since it's inception, though the number
of COVID-19 cases across the province played the biggest factor in deciding whether to lift
the mandate or not. With the number of hospitalizations and infections dwindling across the
province, the B.C. government saw this as a good moment to lift the mask mandate.

———=a8 Steps to dispose of used face mask o—

sed face
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Source: FT 5Wlarp

East Kootenay COVID-19 Cases

For the first time this year, COVID-19 cases in the East Kootenay region have gone below 100
with only 94 infections confirmed between February 27th and March 5th. The numbers are
also showing a steady decline since the end of January. 37 infections were reported in
Cranbrook and remains a hotspot for the region 7 weeks in a row. Though the number is
down from previous weeks. Within the Interior Health region there are 90 hospitalizations
with 11 currently in intensive care.

TheVoiceCV.ca
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Want to
improve your
English?

I'ree English
LLanguage Classes
are available!

Le’m nmng

TOGETHER

CBAL's English classes are
open to permanent residents
and other newcomers to
Canada.

Te register, email
wvsettlement@cbal.org or
call/text 250-341-7188.

'

TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT:
lennifer Pratschke, Settlement Worker
ﬁ wwsettlement@chal.org L-:H text 250-341-7123 @ www.chal.org
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Storytime

NOW INDOORS!
SATURDAYS @ 11:00AM
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AMAZING

BATS IN THE

KOOTENAYS!
ot

MONDAY, MARCH 7TH @ 6:30 P/ 7:30 M

EMAIL KOOTENAYLIBRARIESPROGRAMMING@EMAIL COM
TO REGISTER FOR THIS FREE Z0OM EVENT

WHAT MOVIES
SHOULD PLAY IN
SUMMER 2022?
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the Lake
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Death from illicit drugs continues to skyrocket across the province.

January saw another month where
hundreds of British Columbians lost their
lives due to drug toxicity. 207 lives were lost in
January which marks the fourth month in a
row where drug toxicity deaths peaked over
200. 37 of these lives lost were within the
Interior Health region and three were local to
the East Kootenay area.

Between August 1st, 2017 and July 31st, 2021
the province experienced 6,007 deaths due
to drug toxicity, making it the leading cause
of unnatural death in British Columbia. The
review panel of the BC Coroner Service
wants a safer drug supply and an evidence-
based system of care to help combat the
ever-growing deaths related to drug toxicity.
The recommendations being provided by
the review panel are ensuring a safer drug
supply for those who are at risk of dying from
the toxic drug supply, develop an ‘lllicit Drug
Toxicity Action Plan” which includes ongoing
monitoring, and establishing an evidence-
based continuum of care.

The Indigenous population in B.C. counted
for 14% of overdose deaths between January

and June of last year. The northern areas of
the province contain the highest proportion
of Indigenous people and communities
which can bring unique challenges and
distance between communities and service
centres. In 2020 alone, 254 First Nations
people were lost due to toxic drugs in the
province.

Calls are coming not only from provincial
organizations and parties but from local
organizations as well. ANKORS has issued a
drug warning as they found traces of
Flualprazolam in drug samples tested locally.
The chemical is a type of benzos and is
being found in more sample testing across
the province. High doses of benzos mixed
with opioids increases the risk of overdose in
the user and Naloxone will not reverse a
benzo overdose.

TheVoiceCV.ca
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free Tax

Clinic

Free Personal Tax Filing at the Radium Library-
Beginning February 22, 2022!

Free tax clinics are available for eligible individuals through the Community
Volunteer Income Tax Program (CVITP) and the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).

This free personal tax preparation service is available for individuals who do not
exceed the BC Low-Income Value. Please go to our website to review full
eligibility critena, or call the library at 250-347-2434 to inguire!

If you qualify for this service, you can drop off your income tax documents
in-person at the library. Please bring government issued 1D with you. (It is

required to submit your forms)

- Drop off available: Tuesdays. Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays. Bring your documents to
our front desk anytime during open hours (M:00am-400pm)

- We will ask you to fill out a quick intake form before you submit your decuments

- Tax returns will be completed by our volunteer tax assistant off-site, and we will notify
you when it is ready for pickup

- Phone and in-person appointments with volunteer tax assistant available upon request

The Clinic will end on April 21, 2022,

Radium Hot Springs Public Library
4863 Stanley St

Radium Het Springs, British Columbia VOA 1M0 |
250-347-2434

il fradium be Borat !
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THURSDAY APRIL 2157, 2022

4PM -7PHM

THIS EVENT IS YOUR ONE STOP
SHOP FOR COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES,
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION!

IF YOU ARE A SPORT, RECREATION OR LEISURE
BUSINESS, NON-PROFIT OR COMMUNITY GROUP, MAKE
SURE YOU SIGN UP FOR A TABLE TO LET OUR
COMMUNITY KNOW ABOUT YOUR GREAT ACTIVITIES!
CONTACT EVENTS@INVERMERE NET

HAVE YOUR PROOF OF VACCINATION
AND ID READY WHEN ENTERING

VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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b
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We're aeeking volunteers
to join our Board of

DROP OFF YOUR GENTLY USED
KITCHEN AND GARDEN TOOLS TO
SUPPORT OUR FUNDRAISING SALE!

Donalions accepiad from ga-gn 7 days 2 weak at
Windertssry, through karch 22nd

B ane hiring Twa

Columbia Valley Pride Fest 2022
Saturday, June 25th from 12-4 PM
CPR Lodge & Green Space
$25 per vendor

 May Theh and goag wil

Stwdents reed W be I yeors of ago or aldor, heve bean rogisterod as o
full-time studant in the previoos sosdemic year and ntend to returs o

: S rofters/artists
S0 on & Tl pemE B I 1 NN BERIETTID i Dried and Preserved Food Vendars weloome
Fal ok IEfamatin® montagt egels Ml - Plegse contoct us ot
B SErBIEpTaTTICY SouTlsnk o or 2503415516 columbiovolleypride@gmuoilcom
to apply by June st 2022

CRANBROOK

RECREATION & CULTURE

Have some
fin Hhis
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Extending
Urgent Care

Cranbrook’s Urgent and Primary Care Centre will be extending

their hours.

A new healthcare facility recently
opened in Cranbrook and thanks to
the additional staff in the centre, their
hours of operation will be extended. A
new family physician, a nurse
practitioner two registered nurses, and
three medical office assistants were
added to the team helping make the
extension a reality. The new healthcare
centre is located in the Baker Street
Professional Centre and will be open
from 9:00am-7:00pm and open from
10:00am on statutory holidays.

Since the facility opened in December,
over 1,300 patients have already been
seen. There are currently 19
healthcare professionals working in
CranbrooKs Urgent and Primary Care
Centre where patients can be
connected with the practitioner who
can best treat their iliness or injury.

In a statement that was reported by
Health
shared his
benefits of
hours of

Minister Adrian Dix
comments on the
extending the centre
operation.

‘By extending the hours of operation,
were helping more people in
Cranbrook quickly connect with a
practitioner to best treat their
condition. The additional seven health-
care providers are crucial to the urgent
care team and providing quality
services.”

The centre accepts drop ins for a
same-day appointment and you will be
seen in order of the severity of the
condition, instead of a first come, first
served basis.

TheVoiceCV.ca
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SFOTS ARE FILLING QUICELY"
Secure your secuie indoor boad
v siorage with Total Care 1id

TOTAL CARE

t:m: Ey Deslgn
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THRIFT STORE
£ INVERMERE
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Cabin Cannabis

Visit us on Wednesday's and
mention “Weed Wednesday” for
10% off your purchase.

silnpe R, Padesnat B

VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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5 Per Litre Cents Per Litre
1 aE I Dy Tia

J 2003

- Supreme
(.
Diesel Plus Regular

FECHRON

TECHRON

MLAs Calling
for Action

Gas prices continue to soar with no relief in sight.

The province is seeing record-breaking gas cents/litre. The average price of gas across
prices and MLAs feel it's time for the the province of British Columbia on that day
provincial government to provide support. was $2.03/litre.

On March 10th, gas prices were at record
highs with Cranbrook seeing prices as high
as 210.9 cents/litre and Radium seeing 188.9

16 TheVoiceCV.ca
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As reported by myeastkootenaynow.com,
Kootenay East MLA Tom Shypitka speaks out
on the cost of gas in the province and how
this is not a new issue.

“British Columbia has, for the last several
years, had the highest gas prices in North
America and now, with the war in Ukraine, it
has knocked it totally out of the park,” said
Shypitka. “The people of B.C. have had
enough of it. This government promised to
make life more affordable for British
Columbians and we've seen our real estate
market is going off the charts, our groceries
and everyday essentials are sky-high, and
now we're seeing gas prices over the $2 per
litre mark. It's unacceptable.”

Shyptika is not the only local MLA who is
speaking out on the record-breaking gas
prices. MLA for Columbia River-Revelstoke,
Doug Clovechok, also speaks out and shares
his comments on the impact the NDP's

carbon tax has on the province and gas Tom Shypitka
prices. Kootenay East MLA

“Our carbon tax was revenue-neutral, which
meant all revenue from the tax was actually
returned in a couple of ways,” explained
Clovechok. “Fast forward to today, one of the
first things they (the B.C. NDP) did
immediately, was get rid of the tax neutrality.
So, there are over a billion dollars of B.C.
taxpayers money that have gone into
general revenue and havent come back to
them.”

Clovechok continues to explain the
complexities of the situation.

“I've talked to the BCUC (British Columbia
Utilities Commission) several times, they said
they were going to have some solutions.
We're still chasing after them to find out what
theyre going to do,” explained Clovechok.
“The BC NDP brought in the Transparency
Fuel Act in 2019, which was supposed to look
at whether or not oil companies are gouging
us. They did a report that said it actually was
happening, but the BCUC doesn't have any
authority to enforce it.”

Both MLAs make it clear they feel the
government should either reduce or remove !

the provincial carbon tax overall. At the same Doug Clovechok

time, the NDP government is also expected MLA Columbia River-Revelstoke
to add one cent per litre to the existing

carbon tax.

TheVoiceCV.ca 17


https://www.myeastkootenaynow.com/22507/local-mlas-want-action-on-record-high-gas-prices/

The Voice of the Columbia Valley

L EDIST IGT: OF INVERMERE
" | NTS

‘LEN‘lf
EGCHIUNT

SATURDAY APRIL 16TH, 2022

11 AM SHARP!
CHILDREN AGES 12 & UNDER

BRING YOUR OWN BASKET! ‘

MT. NELSON ATHLETIC PARK
1500 14TH ST INVERMERE J
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FOOD ARD CODKIKG |
HOME RECIRES
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SPRING BREAK FUN

§ AT THE INVERMERE LIBRARY rr
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY

2:30-3:30 PM ‘outh Hockey - Frank's Rink
Mar. 15: Robot Play T:00PM - 6:00PM
har, 16: Waterlilies & other painting ;
har. 17: Engineering Challenges

kAar. 22: Scratch Etching & Marble art
har. 23: Robot Play

Mar, 24: Surprise fun!

masks required, Drop-off program, For ages 6-12,

Space i limited, please contact us to register.
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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BREAKING

SUPPORTING STUDENTS

The Columbia Valley Food Bank supports
students in schools through funding for lunch
and snack programs. A popular item was recently
made available with the help of the BC Food
Bank Hub in Kelowna! A partial skid of pizza pops
and rice bowls were received and delivered by
Morgan Odland and her partner Giriffin!

20

NEWS

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Invermere Film Festival is gearing up for
March 25th and are looking for 40+ volunteers to
be a part. Volunteer positions are open to anyone
16 years of age or older, fun loving, willing to work
fairly hard for 2-3 hours at a time, then watch a
film. All volunteers will need to provide proof of
vaccination.

Learn more here.

E

INVERMERE

FILM FESTIVAL

IR0 ANMUAL MAR 25 TO 27, 2022

TheVoiceCV.ca
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Lock Your DooRs

RCMP are reminding Columbia Valley residents
to lock their vehicle doors after three vehicles
were entered with valuables stolen. A set of keys
and tools were stolen from a dump truck on
March 1st near Highway 93/95 in Windermere.
Two additional vehicles had valuables stolen the
next day near Radium. All vehicles were
determined to have been unlocked as there were
no signs of forced entry.

TheVoiceCV.ca

CRANBROOK STREET SWEEPING

Street sweeping will begin this week on Priority 1
routes in Cranbrook. Residents are asked to
make efforts to avoid parking on priority streets.
More information will be provided as they move
to different areas around the city.

il e
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I WAS TOLD
THERE WOULD BE

AF’KIL I“C 4—-? PM
Kadium Hot Springs Gentier

Radium Kotary Proof of Vaccination
Invites Locals From { ©‘\ & Masks Kequred
Sl 5o Dry Gultich For More Info email

For Free Spaghetiti Dnmcr rotaryshar@gmail com

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Donations to Kotary or Food Bank optional
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Brazilian Jiu Jitsu

Coaches Ashley and Christian have a
combined 17 years experience. We offer both |
adult and kids Brazilian Jiu |ItSU programs, as & Gp 8 Furnitare. Address Sgns. Metal Erd Tree &rt, Lasered Steel pamels
well as women's options for both Brazilian Jiu i

Jitsu and self defense.

We can be contacted via:

e mail @ journeybjj2020@gmail.com
phone @ 250-421-7886

Facebook @ Journey Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Instagram @ journeybrazilianjiujitsu

SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON
v A

CORDILLERA
FIRE PROTECTION

7

INSPEGTION, T}ESTING\& MAINTENANCE

J

We provide you with pieces of equipment and training

to help protectyou, your loved ones, employees, and
your investments from dangerous fires.

ALARM= AND SOUND

« Security Systems « Audio/Video
« Internet and Wifi ¢
- HumE Autnmatiu.n Formo‘rei %’mation pleasescall/email

RFEALARMS.COM / (250) 342-6549

admin@corfirepro.ca
www.corfirepro.ca

VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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Killer New
Horror Game

The Quarry reveal is set for this week.

I love horror, | am all about it. Horror games
are one of my favourite genres. Games like
Resident Evil, Death Park, Silent Hill, Dead
by Daylight, etc. Whenever there's even a
hint of a new horror game being dropped,
| am all over it.

Supermassive Games has announced a
new horror game that is being billed as an
"all-new horror experience" from Until
Dawn and The Dark Pictures studio. 2K will
be publishing the game later this summer.

TheVoiceCV.ca
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A reveal trailier is set to be published on
March 17th at 10:00am MDT that will give us
more details on the game. A teaser trailer
was released by Supermassive Games that
shows a crime scene that looks like a
vehicle accident. Voiceovers give the feel
that something isn't right and they need to
make it to the quarry. A slow pan builds up
to an ominous person whos face we don't
get to see. My assumption is this will be the
killer of the story.

My hope is this won't be another team-up
"survivor vs. Kkiller" type game. There's
already so many of those out there, doing
it right, and the new Evil Dead game is
about to drop in May too. There needs to be
a good story-driven horror game that
allows you to be immersed in the

JOSH GRIEVE

Gamer and Author

TheVoiceCV.ca

Columbia Valley

environment. I'm looking forward to the
trailer dropping on March 17th, hopefully it
contains gameplay or game details.

Supermassive Games also registered five
new logos for unnanounced games in the
Dark Pictures series. Sparking rumours
there may be new game coming in the
franchise. The titles included were The
Dark Pictures: Directive 8020, The Dark
Pictures: The Craven Man, The Dark
Pictures: Intercession, The Dark Pictures:
Winterfold, and The Dark Pictures Presents
O Death.

@The_incrediblejosh on Instagram

25


https://www.instagram.com/the_incrediblejosh/

MARCH 21-23 | 2022

TICKETS YOU GET
« Level 1 First Aid
* Transportation

Are you ready for an amazing
week of learning? Then join us!

Brush up on you resume, Endorsment

cover letter and interview skills, « WHMIS

and grab some key tickets. » Flagging Ticket
ELIGIBILITY... PLUS SOME PERKS
- Between the ages of 15 & 30 * Daily Lunches

- Not attending full-time studies * Work Boots & Hat

- Valid SIN number * Completion Bonus

cALL 250-489-2464 ext 3063 @& FT N AT o
lE“N! Jenn.Higginbottom@ktunaxa.org

Canadil aee < KTUNAXA
Funding provided by the Government of Canodo throwvgh N A T I O N

the Canodo-British Columbie Work force Devedoprrent Agreement.

26

TheVoiceCV.ca



The Voice of the Columbia Valley

A LITTLE FqN

Across

1- Rajechon power, 5 580N, S Chadee:
language; 13- Sidestep, circumvent; 15- The
munchies, e.g.; 16- Folk singer Bur; 17- T
Tennis's Monica; 18- Classic autos; 18- Frat
party purchases; 20- Half a fly, 21- Stadium
saclion, 23 Devalop, 25- Ablea was 26
Wise guy, 27- Ten plus five, 20- "Aladdin”
monkey; 31- Religion of the Muslims; 32- A
type of interpolation, transform, of map; 37-
Falsa god; 38- Piecs of music wniten for a
sl instrument. 40- Membser of & graal
Perwvian people, 41- Bref summary, 43-
Gangster Lansky; 44- Fashicn designer's
moncgram; 45- Elaborale fabnc, 47- Stollar,
al- As o, 51- Fealharad lsher, 52 Gollar
Anki. 53 Gobhle up, 56- Desperate, 57-"
She Lovely?": 55- Have a feeling; 61- s a
thought; 52- Go sky-high; 63- Bom before,
sanior churchman; 54- Mair rival;, 85-
Handleadar Puanla, G6- This _ oulragel,

-

Drown

1- Sleeveless gament; 2- Nights before; 3-
Story; 4- Shelley’s " to the West Wind", 5-
Largs soup dish, B Foo, 0 Hack in lims
a- Tix be similar to, 8- Member of a motorcycle gang, 10- Mol conceaked;, 11- Hevang long gams; 12- Bemg, (o
Brutus; 14- Prize; 22- Dander, 24- Island in central Hawaii; 25- Author Calvine; 26- Stated, 27- Litile lies; 25-
___ oM chapl; 29- Custardy dessert; 32- Student's comvevanca; 33- Family troe member; 24- "Orinoco Flow™
cinger, 33 Scored 100 on; 46- Hard 1o find; 248- Ldional writar, 2489- Wark the sal; 42- Combustible haap, 43-
Sullenky dl-humorad, 45 European-shyls rastauant, 48 Relrovieos companant, 47 Lne in s play diracltad o
the audience; 43- Carousal, 49- Rare delight; 51- Thor's father, 52- the finish, 53- Terminafes, 54- On the
ocean; 50- Small gull; 8- -disant [self-styled); G0- Lilly of pharmacewticals,
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There are MANY ways you can get involved with this awesome

online publication! We hope to hear from you.

BusiNEss ADs

Any and all businessess, organizations and
entrepreneurs are welcome to sumbit a business ad
for free. *Ads must be refreshed periodicaily. Once
an add is out of date or stale, we will remove it.*

FOR A FULL-PAGE PLACEMENT

Donate a product or service for giveaway through
the Valley Voice. Help us give back to the readers
and we will help place you. Though, we will likely
reserve this to one per issue. Businesses can choose
to host more than one giveaway through Valley
Voices to obtain additional feature pages.

FOR A FULL-PAGE FOOD WRITE UP

We will ask you to provide the meal set you want
tasted, at no charge, to our public food writer. (One
of the front facing volunteer positions through the
Valley Voice where anonymity is not always
possible.) You will be notified when to expect the
critic and they will introduce themselves. Once the
meal has been completed, you can expect a full-
page review, complete with photography of your
food, to appear in a future issue.

BeEcoOME A VOLUNTEER!

Business Ad Sizing Rules

OMygAegUI

TO GET ON THE COVER

This one is really easy... take the best
photo. If the best photo has been
submitted by a business, it's the
business who will be credited on the
front page.

We are always looking for content curators, liaisons, photographers, and promoters.

Want to get involved?

Email us at news@thevoicecv.ca

VisiT Us ONLINE Visit Us ON SociaL

thevoicecv.ca @thevoicecv
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