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LETTER FROM THE VOLUNTEERS

Our volunteers are working on something new!
We’re going to start utilizing our website to share
more community news, events, and
entertainment content.

We believe in providing a variety of different
ways you can connect and read more about
our community. Our website will feature the
articles you find in each of our weekly issues
along with some you won’t find!

Keep an eye on our social media for the newest
updates coming from the Valley Voice
Volunteers!
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

The Volunteers of the Columbia
Valley Voices Online Magazine
are dedicated to providing
content that is generated and
supported by our valley
residents.

We welcome and encourage all
communication - we want to
know how we're doing!

Send us a note on Facebook or
Instagram @thevoicecv

OR

by email to news@thevoiceca.ca
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Government
Team-Up
The Liberals and NDPs have formed an alliance in parliament.

Effective March 22nd, 2022 the Liberal and
NDP governments have engaged in a
supply and confidence agreement which
ends at the start of the next federal election.

The agreement dictates the NDP will vote
in favour of the Liberal government on
future confidence votes and budgets.
Stability in the Canadian government was
a topic for Trudeau in the recent election

and this agreement is expected to allow for
growth in the country. In exchange for the
NDP’s support, the Liberal government will
be launching a new dental care program
for low-income Canadians along with a
focus on housing and pharmacare. A
dental program was a key point of the NDP
2021 campaign platform which provided
support to families with an annual income
of less than $90,000.
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The agreement will also see a Canada
Pharmacare Act to be passed by the end of
2023. The act will task the National Drug
Agency to develop a national plan to
retrieve essential medicines and bulk
purchases. The NDP government has also
asked for the Trudeau government to
introduce an Early Learning and Child Care
Act by the end of the year. The point being
to institute the agreements into law and
ensure there is long-term protected
funding that prioritizes non-profit and
public spaces.

While the agreement sees both the Liberal
and NDP Parties working closely together,
this does not involve bringing the NDP into
the cabinet. Trudeau also assured voters
the NDP will not have veto power over
government priorities and the agreement
will focus over areas where both parties
policies overlap. Though, in order for the
agreement to remain in place, the Liberal
party will need to act on the items promised

to the NDP. Otherwise, the NDP will back out
of the agreement and most likely vote
against the Liberal party.

Laura Tamblyn Watts, founder and CEO of
the senior advocacy group CanAge,
indicated that the impact could be
substantial in the lives of adults and senoirs
who cannot afford coverage now.

"Older adults desperately need the access
to dental care that right now we don't have
consistently across this country," she said.
"We know that ERs are overwhelmingly the
country's dentists of seniors and that should
not be the case."

As indicated by her statement, the only
option for those without dental coverage is
to wait for a dental emergency to become
so impactful it warrants a trip to the ER. In
the case of the elderly, that is a substantial
life-gamble.

Working Together
The agreement was formed late on March
21, 2022 and the Liberal cabinet also held a
meeting virtually where Trudeau faces
questions from MPs. The concerns centered
around why the deal was needed without
an election threat on the horizon. This
agreement secures the Liberal
governments place as leader of the country
until the next election in 2025. The NDP will
support the Trudeau government on
confidence, budgetary matters, and would

not move a vote of non-confidence during
the term of the agreement.

Both party leaders will meet once per
quarter with House leaders meeting
regularly to hold monthly “stock-take”
meetings by an oversight group derived of
staff and politicians. The national dental
care program will begin rolling out this year
for children under the age of 12 and then
expand to those under the age of 18. It’s
expected a national rollout will occur by the
end of 2023.

Older adults desperately need the
access to dental care that right now
we don't have consistently across

this country.

Lauren Tambln Watts
CEO, CanAge Group

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/liberal-ndp-dental-plan-1.6393981


T h e V o i c e o f t h e C o l u m b i a V a l l e y

TheVoiceCV.ca6

Price Tag
While the official numbers will not be
revealed until April with the federal budget
the NDP proposals have already reviewed
projected costs.

An analysis by the Parliamentary Budget
Officer done in 2020 ran estimates for a
similar program consideration. They
concluded an estimate of $1.3 billion over
the first year and roughly $4.3 billion during
the first full year. It was then projected that
the annual cost each year after, for 4 years,
would be $1.5 billion.

The reason for the initial projection being
cost heavy is that the program expects an

influx from individuals with unmet dental
needs that would seek immediate
treatment. However the newer proposal
calls for the program to be implemented
gradually over several years, which may
change overall projections.

"While it will cost a little more on the front
end, it will save money on the back end and
make life more affordable," said Armine
Yalnizyan, an economist serving as the
Atkinson Fellow on the Future of Workers. "I
know that people are going to say, 'Why are
we spending money?' But that's being
penny-wise and pound-foolish."

Conservative Response
The conservative party sees this
agreement differently than both parties
involved. A statement reported by CBC,
from Conservative Leader Candice Bergen
states Canadians have been tricked and
this is a power grab from the liberal
government.

"Canadians woke up this morning to the
fact that they've been hoodwinked and
they've been deceived by their prime
minister. Now, let me be clear, this is nothing

more than a Justin Trudeau power grab."
Bergen also discusses her thoughts on how
this plan can impact Canadians across the
country. The Conservative Party leader
believes this will mean tax hikes to pay for
billions of dollars towards social programs
and could be a detriment to Canadian jobs
in the natural resources sector. It was also
noted that the party has no interest in
voting for a national dental care program
as they claim the majority of Canadians
have access to dental care through private
workplace insurance plans.

While it will cost a little more on the
front end, it will save money on the

back end and make life more
affordable.

Armine Yalnizyan, an economist serving as
the Atkinson Fellow on the Future of Workers

https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-2021-028-M/RP-2021-028-M_en.pdf
https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-2021-028-M/RP-2021-028-M_en.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/liberal-ndp-dental-plan-1.6393981
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/liberal-ndp-dental-plan-1.6393981
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS

Inspection, Testing & Maintenance

For more information please call/email 
250.409.7233

admin@corfirepro.ca
www.corfirepro.ca

We provide you with pieces of equipment and training
to help protect you, your loved ones, employees, and

your investments from dangerous fires. 
 

Coaches Ashley and Christian have a
combined 17 years experience. We offer both
adult and kids Brazilian Jiu jitsu programs, as
well as women's options for both Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu and self defense.

We can be contacted via:
e mail @ journeybjj2020@gmail.com
phone @ 250-421-7886
Facebook @ Journey Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Instagram @ journeybrazilianjiujitsu

mailto:journeybjj2020@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Journeybjj
https://www.instagram.com/journeybrazilianjiujitsu/
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Pre-entry COVID-19 tests no longer
required for those fully vaccinated.

Effective April 1st travelers who are fully vaccinated
are no longer required to provide a pre=entry
COVID-19 test to enter Canada by land, air, or sea.
The pre-entry testing requirements remained
unchanged for travelers who are partially
vaccinated or unvaccinated.

Unless exempt due to other regulations, travelers
who are five years of age or older who are not fully
vaccinated must provide proof of an accepted pre-
entry COVID-19 test result. These are the
qualifications of a pre-entry COVID-19 test.

A valid, negative antigen test, administered or
observed by an accredited lab or testing provider,
taken outside of Canada no more than one day
before their initially scheduled flight departure
time or their arrival at the land border or marine
port of entry; or

A valid negative molecular test taken no more
than 72 hours before their initially scheduled flight
departure time or their arrival at the land border or
marine port of entry;
Or
A previous positive molecular test taken at least 10
calendar days and no more than 180 calendar
days before their initially scheduled flight
departure time or their arrival at the land border or
marine port of entry. It is important to note that
positive antigen test results will not be accepted.
Those who are traveling into Canada are still
required to submit their information in ArriveCAN
prior to arriving in the country. Failure to do so may
result in a test on arrival and 14-day quarantine
regardless of vaccination status.

Traveling
Restrictions
Ease Up
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Funding
for Seniors
Columbia Basin Trust will be providing
more than $1 million to be split over 25
projects focusing on seniors and
Indigenous Elders. These projects are
expected to create more opportunities
for connecting with each other and will
allow for the buildings being used to be
made more sustainable and
accessible.
In a statement reported online by
myeastkootenaynow.com, Nicole
MacLellan, Manager, Deliver of Benefits
for CBT, had the following comments
on the funding.

“Seniors and elders will have better
access to sustainable community
spaces, activities and resources that
are tailored to their needs and

interests. These community-led
projects are making the Basin more
livable for seniors and elders through a
range of activities and improved
spaces that enhance their sense of
belonging and independence, create
community connections and support
seniors to obtain assistance.”

Within the Columbia Valley, Cranbrook
and Invermere organizations will be
receiving funding from CBT for their
projects. This includes $5,000 to Key
City Gymnastics Club, $4,000 to Rocky
Mountain Metis Association, $9.592 to
United Way British Columbia – East
Kootenay, and $8,000 to Active Aging
in Invermere.

CBT provides funding for 25 seniors projects.

https://www.myeastkootenaynow.com/22609/province-releases-stage-1-findings-of-homelessness-report
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Radium Hot Springs will remain open through the
repair work on the Aquacourt building’s
foundation. Between March and April. Access to
Radium Hot Springs through the Redstreak
Campground Trail will be open with a staging
area to be closed off for worker safety.

AQUACOURT CONSTRUCTION

District of Invermere is looking for local bands
and musicians to play at Pothole Park this
summer. The concerts will take place on
Thursday nights in July and August between
6:30pm-8:00pm. Registration can be made HERE.

MUSIC IN INVERMERE

BREAKING
NEWS

https://form.simplesurvey.com/f/s.aspx?s=A6EA055D-86B8-41B4-B5B8-D02F018CBD47
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British Columbians over 30 can now receive rapid
antigen test kits from local pharmacies. One kit
can be retrieved every 28 days for free and five
tests are included in each kit.

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS

A water line is being installed between Laurier
and Cartwright St in Invermere and is expected
to cause disruption in both vehicle and
pedestrian traffic. The work will commence on
March 28th and is expected to wrap up by April
8th.

WATER MAIN INSTALL
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A report by the B.C. Government has found
there is 9,300 people on average
experiencing homelessness each month
across the province. The largest areas of
homeless populations on a per-capita basis
are rural and remote areas like Fraser-Fort
George, Caribou, and Alberni-Clayoquot.

The Preventing and Reducing Homelessness
Integrated Data Project is dedicated towards
helping provincial programs and services
improve on their support for British
Columbians and prevent homelessness. This
report is the first of its kind in Canada and
used provincial data from 2019 where
previously the province only had homeless
data from community homeless counts.

In a statement reported by
myeastkootenaynow.com, Attorney General
and Minister Responsible for Housing David
Eby had the following comments on their
plan and information gathered.

“If our plan to prevent and address
homelessness across the province is to be
successful, we’ll need information about

where the work needs to be done to get
people inside and prevent people from
becoming homeless in the first place,” said
Eby.

“The information we’ve gathered since doing
a physical provincial homeless count for the
first time in 2018 has been very useful in
identifying trends and unique demographic
information; however, this new anonymized
data collected from government systems
helps us better figure out the profiles of those
who are chronically homeless and what
services and supports these folks need to
come inside.”

This new homelessness report will open the
analysis on homeless areas across the
province where the numbers were difficult to
count and confirm authenticity. The data
also helps narrow down into specific
demographics being impacted such as
gender, age, and race. The next phase of the
program will analyze how people utilize
homeless services across the province.

The province releases Stage 1 findings of their homelessness report.

B.C. ’s
Homeless Report
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The City of Cranbrook is implementing a new
bylaw notice enforcement and dispute
adjudication system which allows the
municipality to manage their own bylaw
disputes. This new system is expected to
relieve the pressure put on the already over-
burdened Provincial Court system where
private adjudicators are appointed by the
Ministry of the Attorney General’s Office to
hear the bylaw disputes.

Effective April 1st, anyone who receives a
bylaw ticket has the option to pay it or
dispute it within 14 days of receiving the
infraction. Any disputes received for bylaw
infractions will be screened through the
bylaw notice dispute form which can be
found either online or through the City of
Cranbrook. Once a dispute is made the
screening officer will either cancel the bylaw
infraction against you, enter a compliance
agreement to reduce the penalty upon
compliance with the bylaw, or uphold the
bylaw infraction.

In a statement reported by
myeastkootenaynow.com, Cranbrook Mayor
Lee Pratt had the following comments on the
new system.

“The creation of this new bylaw notice and
adjudication system was a key goal of this
Council found in our current strategic plan. I
am very pleased to see this system coming
online, and I want to thank City staff for all
their hard work bringing this forward.”
In the event a bylaw infraction is disputed
and upheld by the screening officer, the
option of requesting an adjudication hearing
over the infraction is available. To pay any
bylaw tickets received, you can do so online,
Cranbrook City Hall or Engineering and
Development Services.

New Bylaw System
Cranbrook is implementing a new system for minor bylaw

infractions.

https://www.myeastkootenaynow.com/22706/cranbrook-to-launch-new-bylaw-adjudication-system/
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Slay Away

Take a trip back to the 1980’s.

Have you ever watched a 1980’s slasher
movie like Friday the 13th or Sleepaway
Camp and want to live out your wildest
fantasy of slaying camp counselors?
Thankfully, you can live out those dreams

in the 8-bit puzzle game Slayaway Camp.
A game that centers around 1980’s horror
movies as you play a serial killer who must
find the right way to reach the camp
counselors through a series of puzzles.
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The game itself features over 100 different
puzzles emulating a variety of horror
movies from the 1980s. Some of the levels
include references to Friday the 13th, Jaws,
Sleepaway Camp, My Bloody Valentine,
and many more. The goal of the game is to
find the right route in the room you’ve
landed in to reach the camp counsellors.

Once you’ve reached them, your killer will
slay them in a variety of different brutal
ways. The trick though isn’t just killing the
camp counsellors, you also need to find
your way out of the puzzle once all
counsellors have been murdered.

I’m a huge fan of this game for many
reasons. It encapsulates the 80’s horror
genre with the same camp feel that

brought the slasher genre to life. There’s
also a variety of unique kills you can
purchase with coins from winning puzzles
and different serial killer variations to take
out the counsellors with. If you’re a fan of
1980’s horror movies, this game will be
right up your alley.

Plus, it’s a Canadian game and the killer is
voiced by none other than Mark Meer from
Mass Effect!

JOSH GRIEVE
G a m e r a n d A u t h o r @The _ i n c r e d i b l e j o s h o n I n s t a g ram

https://www.instagram.com/the_incrediblejosh/
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A LITTLE FUN

Easy Puzzle 6,605,957,560

Back to puzzle Print another...

© Web Sudoku 2022 - www.websudoku.com

8 5 1 6

6 1 9 4

1 4 5 9

8 7 1 9

1 2 7

2 6 9 3

4 3 1 7

1 9 2 7

2 9 3 5

Web Sudoku - Billions of Free Sudoku Puzzles to Play Online http://nine.websudoku.com/

1 of 1 2022-03-23, 9:54 a.m.

Did you hear about the fire
at the circus?

It was in tents!



GET INVOLVED
There are MANY ways you can get involved with this awesome

online publication! We hope to hear from you.

FOR A FULL-PAGE PLACEMENT
Donate a product or service for giveaway through
the Valley Voice. Help us give back to the readers
and we will help place you. Though, we will likely
reserve this to one per issue. Businesses can choose
to host more than one giveaway through Valley
Voices to obtain additional feature pages.

FOR A FULL-PAGE FOOD WRITE UP
We will ask you to provide the meal set you want
tasted, at no charge, to our public food writer. (One
of the front facing volunteer positions through the
Valley Voice where anonymity is not always
possible.) You will be notified when to expect the
critic and they will introduce themselves. Once the
meal has been completed, you can expect a full-
page review, complete with photography of your
food, to appear in a future issue.

TO GET ON THE COVER
This one is really easy… take the best
photo. If the best photo has been
submitted by a business, it’s the
business who will be credited on the
front page.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER!
We are always looking for content curators, liaisons, photographers, and promoters.

Want to get involved?

Email us at news@thevoicecv.ca

Any and all businessess, organizations and
entrepreneurs are welcome to sumbit a business ad
for free. *Ads must be refreshed periodically. Once
an add is out of date or stale, we will remove it.*

BUSINESS ADS

VISIT US ON SOCIAL
@thevoicecv

VISIT US ONLINE
thevoicecv.ca

• https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Finvermerepanorama.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F10%2Finvpan_slider_panorama-hero-

image_2000x1075.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Finvermerepanorama.com%2F&tbnid=V4omVE2zHL0h0M&vet=12ahUKEwiZjbjAorf2AhXPHjQIHT7qDI0QMygAegUI

mailto:news@thevoicecv.ca

