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LETTER FROM THE VOLUNTEERS

Warmer temperatures are upon us! Not only
does this mean we’re going to see an influx
of tourists and have tons of things we can do
outside, it also means we’re in for some
disasters. This is the time of year where floods
andwildfires hit areas across the province. The
hotter it is outside, the more likelihood we’re
going to experience wildfires.

This week’s headline article shares tips on how
to prepare yourself in the event of a fire, flood,
and/or evacuation. Being preparedmakes all
the difference in how much the damage to

your life is mitigated. This can be everything
fromhaving adequate insurance to preparing
a quick bag you can grab and leave the house
with.

Being prepared is crucial tomitigate asmuch
damage to your life as possible. Stay safe and
make sure you’re ready in the event a flood
or wildfire hits you too close to home.

The VVV
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

The Volunteers of the Columbia
Valley Voices Online Magazine
are dedicated to providing
content that is generated and
supported by our valley
residents.

We welcome and encourage all
communication - we want to
know how we're doing!

Send us a note on Facebook or
Instagram @thevoicecv

OR

by email to news@thevoiceca.ca

mailto:news@thevoice.ca
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FIRE &
FLOOD
SEASON
Be prepared for floods and
wildfires when they happen.

It comes as no surprise to British Columbians
when a flood of wildfire event strikes. It’s a
common occurrence every year in our province
and we’re coming up to that time of the year.
Residents are being urged to take caution and
prepare themselves for when these hazards
strike.
Wildfires and floods can occur at any moment
with very little chance to prepare yourself in the
moment.

That’s why it’s crucial to have protection in place
ahead of time to prevent disaster from causing
you ruin. Flood and fire insurance is a great way
to minimize the potential damage when these
threats are high.

In a statement from a media release reported
by e-know.ca, the Ministry of Public Safety and
Solicitor General and Emergency Management
BC had the following comments.

“As we’ve seen in recent years, from wildfires to
floods, many households in the province are
uninsured or under-insured for the hazards we
face in British Columbia, which are becoming
more frequent due to climate change. The
province is working hard to support those
affected by recent disasters, but ultimately flood
and fire insurance is one of the best ways you
can protect your family.”

Home insurance is available in every
community throughout the province and
provides security for disasters such as floods
and wildfires. Though, flood insurance may be
limited in certain communities which pose a
higher risk of flood events. This is a crucial piece
of protection in the event your home is
impacted by a disaster, without it you may not
be left with much recourse.

https://www.e-know.ca/regions/east-kootenay/province-urges-be-prepared-for-floods-and-wildfires/
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Due to the availability of wildfire insurance,
claims towards Disaster Financial
Assistance is not available which adds to
the importance of having adequate
coverage for your home in the event of
disasters such as these.

If you already have coverage for your

home, great! It’s recommended to review
your insurance coverage every year to
ensure the coverage you have fits your
needs. The best time to do this is outside of
flood and wildfire season. Otherwise,
homeowners could be met with challenges
in obtaining new policies or coverage due
to current conditions or evacuation alerts.

Tips on how to Prepare for
Flooding Events

Ensure all debris is removed from gutters,
downspouts, and have a plan ready for your
household in the event of a flood.

Elevate and anchor heating systems,
electrical panels, and other utilities.
Stay away from eroded banks as they may
be unstable and keep your children or pets
away from stream banks.

Those who utilize the water for recreational
or commercial use may experience
increased debris in their surroundings with
the rise of water levels

If you are boating during a flood, being
aware of the impact your wake has on
shorelines is crucial. Reduce your speed to
prevent erosion or further flooding.

Flooded streets should always be avoided
by vehicle or foot traffic. Water can be
deceiving and may be deeper than it
appears, the levels can also rise fairly
quickly.

Keep updated on the conditions as the
change, especially if you reside in low-lying
water areas.

For more details on being prepared for
flood events, you can review the Flood
Preparedness Guide here.

Tips to Prepare for Wildfire
Events

Remove all sources of combustiblematerial
and use non-combustible materials in
areas adjacent to your home.
Remove debris from gutters and avoid
planting trees which are flammable such
as cedar, spruce, pine, and tall grass near
structures should also be removed.
Keep your lawns watered and mowed. Any
firewood, construction materials, storage

sheds, etc. should be kept away from your
home to prevent the spread of wildfires.
Ensure branches of trees on your property
are at least three metres between each of
them.
Remove branches that are two metres off
the ground to prevent surface fires from
moving up into the tree.
Spring clean! Remove any fallen branches,
dead/dry grass, and needs to prevent
surface fires from igniting.

https://www.preparedbc.ca/floods
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When Evacuation Alerts Strike

Evacuation alerts can strike at a moment’s
notice with little to no time available for you to
prepare. Here are some ways you can be ready
in the event you’re being evacuated.

Prepare “grab and go” bags which includes
clothing, toiletries, and other essential items
that can be easily transported in a moments
notice.
Leave the area immediately to prevent harm to
yourself or your family members.

Follow directions from local emergency officials
and be clear on the route they identify you take
for evacuation.

Stay away from the evacuated area until you
have confirmation that the evacuation order
has ended.

Keep updated through local emergency
officials and channels to receive the latest
information on the situation as it progresses.

For additional information on how to be
prepared for a wildfire event, you can view the
Wildifre Preparedness Guide here.

http://www.preparedbc.ca/wildfires
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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Cranbrook RCMP are on the hunt for a trailer
allegedly stolen from the 300-block of Celia
Road. Police advise the owner left their home for
two hours and during that time someone hooked
up their trailer and drove away. Surveillance
footage showed a blue Ford pickup driving the
trailer away. Anyone with information is asked to
contact the Cranbrook RCMP at 250-489-3471.

RCMP SEEK STOLEN TRAILER

With warmer temperatures upon us, construction
season is right around the corner. Officials with
the City of Cranbrook are urging drivers to be
cautious and slow down around construction
sites. It’s important for drivers to be cognizant of
the presence of construction workers and reduce
speed where they see workers present.

SLOW DOWN FOR CONSTRUCTION

BREAKING
NEWS



T h e V o i c e o f t h e C o l u m b i a V a l l e y

TheVoiceCV.ca 11

A semi-truck rolled over in Sparwood Tuesday
morning on Highway 3. The accident caused no
injuries though traffic increased as the highway
was down to one lane while the semi was safely
moved. Officers responded to the accident
alongside Sparwood Fire Department and BC
Emergency Health Service.

ROLL-OVER ON H IGHWAY 3

An act of senseless vandalism occurred in the
valley and is being investigated by the Columbia
Valley RCMP. Six vehicles’ windows were smashed
with no apparent motive. The incidents occurred
sometime overnight on April 8th and there was
no apparent theft from any of the vehicles.

SENSELESS VANDALISM
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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The province is streamlining the process for nurse accreditation.

The ongoing pandemic has had a strain not only
on our provincial medical system but globally. Our
province has been struck by a nursing shortage
and the B.C. government is addressing it by
adjusting the process for accrediting
internationally trained nurses. As reported by
Times Colonist, B.C. Health Minister Adrian Dix
explains the current process is complex, costly,
and lengthy and the situation is “no longer
acceptable” as the demand for nurses exceeds
the current supply available.

The adjustment will cost the province $12 million
which is expected to decrease the amount of time
registration and licensing for internationally
trained nurses can take, which is up to two years.
A triple-track system will also be implemented
which provides nurses with the ability to apply for
multiple positions at one time. Previously, a nurse
was only able to apply for one position at a time
which adds to the length of time before a nurse is
hired.

The assessment process will be adjusted to
incorporate the use of computer-based exams
and simulation labs which will test skills
concurrently for those working as a health-care
assistant, licensed practical nurse, and/or
registered nurse. The process is expected to
replace the individual tests being used currently.
As reported by myeastkootenaynow.com, Minister
of Health Adrian Dix had the following comments.

“Our government is committed to addressing the
province’s demand for nurses. That’s why we’re
launching this comprehensive suite of supports
for internationally educated nurses to help them
put their skills to use here in B.C. Removing some
financial barriers and streamlining the
assessment process will facilitate pathways to
employment in the province and ensure British
Columbians have access to the health care they
deserve with even more nurses and healthcare
assistants.”

BRINGING
MORE NURSES

https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/we-need-more-nurses-now-bc-aims-to-fast-track-approval-of-nurses-trained-outside-canada-5278883
https://www.myeastkootenaynow.com/23211/province-streamlining-process-for-internationally-trained-nurses-accreditation/
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Approximately 700 internationally educated
nurses and return-to-practice healthcare workers
are referred to the Nursing Community
Assessment service annually, the majority of
nurses show to be educated outside of Canada.
Between 350 and 400 applications are received
each year by the BC College of Nurses and
Midwives and it’s expected these changes will
double the number of applications which can be
tested each day. The $12 million funding also
includes $9 million towards bursaries for 1,500
nurses who are educated outside of Canada. This
will assist in their fees and travel requirements
during the application process which can range
anywhere from $1,500 to $16,000. Though the
bursary program will start its focus on those
currently residing in British Columbia.

The initiative is being praised by the B.C. Care
Providers Association president Terry Lake who
applauded their efforts in a statement reported by
Times Colonist. He shares that removing financial
barriers and streamlining the assessment
process for these internationally educated nurses
has been a key goal of their organizations
advocacy.

$2 million of the funding will be dedicated towards
new nurse-navigator positions which will help
nurses educated internationally with their
assessment and licensing process. There will also
be a new centralized recruitment website and
tools through Health Match B.C. This initiative is a
province wide collaboration between them, the
British Columbia College of Nurses and Midwives,
the Nursing Community Assessment Service, and
Health Match B.C.

The streamlining will begin in May and inquiries
for bursary can begin immediately.

https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/we-need-more-nurses-now-bc-aims-to-fast-track-approval-of-nurses-trained-outside-canada-5278883
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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The Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) is issuing a
total of $1.2 million towards community
buildings to make them safer and energy
efficient. The funding will focus on projects
which increase energy efficiency in
community buildings. The improvements to
come aim at conserving or generating
energy and will include things like adding
LED lighting, insulation and solar systems,
extending the life of buildings through
repairs, improving health and safety, etc.

As reported by myeastkootenaynow.com,
senior manager of CBT Mark Brunton had
the following comments on the funding for
these projects.

“Basin residents have told us that climate
resiliency and community well-being are
important to them. These projects increase
energy efficiency and sustainability in
buildings used by the community, which in
turn helps non-profit organizations and First
Nations meet local needs.”

Communities in our local area who are
receiving funding are ʔaq̓am who will be
improving their language and cultural centre
by adding insulation and exterior walls.
Cranbrook will also be receiving funding for
similar projects in the community.

Columbia Basin Trust funds energy efficient buildings.

ENERGY
EFFICIENT

COMMUNITIES

https://www.myeastkootenaynow.com/23186/columbia-basin-trust-funds-community-energy-retrofits/
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS

Inspection, Testing & Maintenance

For more information please call/email 
250.409.7233

admin@corfirepro.ca
www.corfirepro.ca

We provide you with pieces of equipment and training
to help protect you, your loved ones, employees, and

your investments from dangerous fires. 
 

Coaches Ashley and Christian have a
combined 17 years experience. We offer both
adult and kids Brazilian Jiu jitsu programs, as
well as women's options for both Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu and self defense.

We can be contacted via:
e mail @ journeybjj2020@gmail.com
phone @ 250-421-7886
Facebook @ Journey Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Instagram @ journeybrazilianjiujitsu

mailto:journeybjj2020@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Journeybjj
https://www.instagram.com/journeybrazilianjiujitsu/
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Starting in May, the city council in Cranbrook
will be holding all their regular meetings at
the Manual Training School located in the
Cranbrook Public Library for the rest of the
year.

City Hall is pending renovations which will
soon be underway and is specific to the
council chambers. The space is expected to
receive a full renovation and creating multi-
use spaces to reconfigure the room for
training and large meetings. There will also
be technological upgrades included to
facilitate virtual attendance.

In a statement reported by Cranbrook
Townsman, Cranbrook Mayor Lee Pratt had
the following comments on the renovations
of City Hall.

“We have a great opportunity to invest in

both the improvement and restoration of this
important heritage building that is City Hall,
without impacting the local taxes –
something that would not be possible without
this grant. On behalf of the City, I am grateful
for the financial commitment to this project
from both the Government of Canada and
the Province of BC.”

The cost of renovations is being funded by
the federal and provincial governments for
an amount of $1.51 million. Included in the
renovations will be the removal of hazardous
materials and completion of additional work
and updates to City Hall. Renovations are
expected to be mostly complete by the end
of the year and city council meetings will
continue to be livestreamed on the City of
Cranbrook website.

CITY COUNCIL
GETS A FACELIFT

Cranbrook City Hall goes under renovations.

https://www.cranbrooktownsman.com/news/city-hall-council-chambers-set-for-renovations-as-meetings-to-be-held-off-site/
https://www.cranbrooktownsman.com/news/city-hall-council-chambers-set-for-renovations-as-meetings-to-be-held-off-site/
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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Create
Your Dynasty
Embark on a long journey to develop your lineage.

I fell sick over the Easter weekend and
whenever that happens, I immediately
jump into strategy/simulation games.
Something I can throw my mind into and
forget about the fact I’m sick. This time
around I figured I’d try a game I’d never
played before off Xbox Game Pass –
Crusader Kings 3. A strategy/simulation
game where your goal is to create a long-
lasting legacy and capture as much land
as possible. Think of the game as
Civilization meets Risk.

This is a game that requires A LOT of
patience. It’s a very complicated game with
enough gameplay mechanics to throw
your head for a spin. The tutorial itself is
about an hour or so and even at that point
you still won’t grasp all the games concepts.
Though once you start to get the hang of
things it’s extremely addicting and fun.
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Similar to Civilization, you have different
time periods and leaders you can choose
from. You also have different cultures,
religions, diplomacy, and politics that you
will have to navigate as your kingdom
grows larger. While the purpose of the
game at the end of the day is world
domination, if you try to conquer through
war you’re going to find yourself having a
hell of a time. War is definitely a key
component of the game and one of the
ways early on you can acquire land,
though it needs to be done so sparingly.

Outside of war there are marriages to
create a lineage. You can arrange a
marriage between a member of your
dynasty and another powerful ruler. In turn,
this will bring their lands into your family’s
house once their child is born. This will
allow you to enact a claim against the land
and eventually seize it as part of your
kingdom.

There are many other mechanics that
would take an entire issue of this magazine
to go through, though these are the main
components. You also have different
lifestyle trees to select from that will unlock
different perks depending on your
selection. Based on the education you
received as a child, you’ll get additional
experience for certain lifestyle dependent
on your education.

This game is definitely best for people who
enjoy playing a strategy simulation game
in multiple sittings. This isn’t the kind of
game you can beat in one go, it’s the kind
you play over time. It requires a lot of
patience and precise decision making to
avoid taking the wrong turn and losing
your kingdom. For example, I made it all
the way to the third heir in my lineage and
died because no one endorsed him.
There’s many different factors that go into
how the game can play and it’s different for
each playthrough!

JOSH GRIEVE
Game r a n d Au t h o r @The _ i n c r e d i b l e j o s h o n I n s t a g ram

https://www.instagram.com/the_incrediblejosh/
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A LITTLE FUN

Easy Puzzle 5,959,783,623

Back to puzzle Print another...

© Web Sudoku 2022 - www.websudoku.com

4 1 8 9 3

7 9 6 4

8 5 1

2 4 8 1 5

6 9

9 3 8 7 2

5 8 3

3 6 5 2

6 9 7 8 1

Web Sudoku - Billions of Free Sudoku Puzzles to Play Online http://nine.websudoku.com/

1 of 1 2022-04-19, 5:08 p.m.

Q: Why should you stand in the
corner if you get cold?

A: It's always 90 degrees.



GET INVOLVED
There are MANY ways you can get involved with this awesome

online publication! We hope to hear from you.

FOR A FULL-PAGE PLACEMENT
Donate a product or service for giveaway through
the Valley Voice. Help us give back to the readers
and we will help place you. Though, we will likely
reserve this to one per issue. Businesses can choose
to host more than one giveaway through Valley
Voices to obtain additional feature pages.

FOR A FULL-PAGE FOOD WRITE UP
We will ask you to provide the meal set you want
tasted, at no charge, to our public food writer. (One
of the front facing volunteer positions through the
Valley Voice where anonymity is not always
possible.) You will be notified when to expect the
critic and they will introduce themselves. Once the
meal has been completed, you can expect a full-
page review, complete with photography of your
food, to appear in a future issue.

TO GET ON THE COVER
This one is really easy… take the best
photo. If the best photo has been
submitted by a business, it’s the
business who will be credited on the
front page.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER!
We are always looking for content curators, liaisons, photographers, and promoters.

Want to get involved?

Email us at news@thevoicecv.ca

Any and all businessess, organizations and
entrepreneurs are welcome to sumbit a business ad
for free. *Ads must be refreshed periodically. Once
an add is out of date or stale, we will remove it.*

BUSINESS ADS

VISIT US ON SOCIAL
@thevoicecv

VISIT US ONLINE
thevoicecv.ca

• https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Finvermerepanorama.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F10%2Finvpan_slider_panorama-hero-

image_2000x1075.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Finvermerepanorama.com%2F&tbnid=V4omVE2zHL0h0M&vet=12ahUKEwiZjbjAorf2AhXPHjQIHT7qDI0QMygAegUI

mailto:news@thevoicecv.ca

