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LETTER FROM THE VOLUNTEERS

Do you LOVE this content? We love bringing
iit to you. However, we need your help.

We’ve lost several volunteers due to housing
and other concerns. We want to keep bringing
you awesome stuff each week though it’s
harder with fewer hands.

Think you may have something to say? Write
and article and send it in! Know about
something awesome happening, let us know.

If we all don’t work together, we may not be

able to continuing putting this out each week.
Let’s come together to keep this magazine
going for our community.

The VVV
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

The Volunteers of the Columbia
Valley Voices Online Magazine
are dedicated to providing
content that is generated and
supported by our valley
residents.

We welcome and encourage all
communication - we want to
know how we're doing!

Send us a note on Facebook or
Instagram @thevoicecv

OR

by email to news@thevoiceca.ca

PHOTO CREDIT
Cheri Hann

mailto:news@thevoice.ca
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Lake Enid
Restoration
Project

The Lake Enid Restoration Project was initiated in 2012 byWildsight
Invermere in response to extensive damage caused by motorized
use in the sensitive grassland and riparian areas at this popular
recreation site.

The four-year project engaged the help of
more than 100 volunteers and resulted in
the construction of a nature-viewing
boardwalk, five interpretive signs, and
restored and replanted riparian areas.
Today, the trail around the lake continues
to be appreciated by locals and out of town
visitors. In 2020, all of the interpretive signs
were replaced to fix faded and damaged
signs.

With all the efforts and expense to protect
this area for everyone to enjoy, it is with

great disappointment that we recently
found damaging results from thoughtless,
irresponsible behaviour. Two of the
interpretive signs have been vandalized;
one is riddled with holes from being use as
a rifle target practice. The fragile grassland
on the east side of the lake is now a mess
of truck tire tracks. Backcountry and front
country users must know to stay on
sanctioned trails and roads, and at this time
of year as snow melts, there is greater
damage because of themoisture in the soil.
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Wildsight Invermere will continue to work with Recreation Sites &
Trails BC to protect this area for everyone to enjoy. If the people
responsible for the vandalism would like to donate funds to
replace the damaged signs, we would be appreciative!

Contact invermere@wildsight.ca.



T h e V o i c e o f t h e C o l u m b i a V a l l e y

TheVoiceCV.ca6



T h e V o i c e o f t h e C o l u m b i a V a l l e y

TheVoiceCV.ca 7

VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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Contractors and Public Works staff will be
installing a new pump and motor in one of the
city’s deep production wells behind
Confederation Park ball fields starting on
Monday, April 25.

The other two deep groundwater wells are
located at the Fire Hall on 2nd. St. and on
Cobham Ave.

CRANBROOK UPDATING WATER

INFRASTRUCTURE

This week is National Volunteer Week and we
want to recognize all of the volunteers in the BC
fire service for their dedication and hard work,
each and every day!

Thank you for your service and for keeping our
communities healthy and safe!

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

BREAKING
NEWS
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Former Telkwa Mayor, Brad Layton, pleaded not
guilty to possession of fentanyl during a court
appearance April 19.

Layton stepped down as mayor in January after
being absent from council meetings for several
months. At the time, the Village of Telkwa issued
a press release citing “health issues” for the
resignation.

Layton will next appear at a pre-trial conference
April 26.

FORMER NORTHERN B.C. MAYOR

PLEADS NOT GUILTY

A new off-leash dog park is now open at Moir
Park in Cranbrook.

The City of Cranbrook held a grand opening
commemorative ceremony on Wednesday, April
27, with City staff and politicians present. Also
present were Ty Kreutzer and Justin Keeler,
owners of Kootenay Canine Adventures, who
take care of the doggie bag stations that are
available at the off-leash parks in Cranbrook.

(Image: Corey Bullock/Cranbrook Townsman)

MOIR PARK IN CRANBROOK OPENS
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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I begin by acknowledging that I write on the traditional and unceded
territory of the Ktunaxa people who have lived here for over 10,000
years, living gently on the land with great care.

Secondly, I write as a white settler theologian. It is
not up to me to say what the Pope’s apology
means to the Indigenous people and residential
school survivors to whom it was addressed.
Nevertheless, as a fellow traveller with Pope
Francis in the way of Christ, I find some significant
shortcomings in his statement.

I begin by honouring Pope Frances for this historic,
momentous, first step. For the first time, a Pope has
said “I am sorry” to Canadian Indigenous people
and residential school survivors. It was a moving
moment for the delegations who travelled to the
Vatican, and for many of us who watched on TV.

Throughout his reign, Pope Francis has shown that
he is a humble servant. This moment was no
different. The stories he heard moved him deeply.
His heart aches for Indigenous people who have
suffered, as he showed in Bolivia in 2015 when he
apologized for the “grave sins” of colonialism
against the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas.

He met with delegations representing the Inuit,
Métis, and First Nations peoples of Canada. He
honoured their care of the land “which you see not
as a resource to be exploited, but as a gift of
heaven.” He noted “the particular riches of your
languages, your cultures, your traditions, and your
forms of art,” the very things the church had tried
to repress.

I commend Pope Francis for naming some of the
important facets of the lived experience of
Indigenous people in Canada.

In a key step, he named the wrongs that they
suffered. Indigenous people endured the tragic
legacy of “being uprooted [in which the passing on
of] knowledge and ways of life in union with the
land was broken by a colonization that lacked
respect for you, tore many of you from your vital
milieu and tried to conform you to another
mentality.” He acknowledged the whole terrible
history of “ideological colonization,” which “still
continues today.” He is filled with “indignation and
shame.”

A PARTIAL
PAPAL APOLOGY
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This terrible treatment was the result of the
official policy of the government of Canada,
enforced by the RCMP, and administered by
the Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian,
and United Churches—to assimilate
Indigenous people into white settler society
by taking their culture, traditions, languages,
and spirituality away. For all Canadians, it is a
dark and shameful part of our history.

But the great failure of his statement is that
Pope Francis stopped short of offering a full
apology for the role his church played in
inflicting damage. He merely apologized for
“the role that a number of Catholics,
particularly those with educational
responsibilities, have had in all these things
that wounded you, in the abuses you
suffered and in the lack of respect shown for
your identity, your culture and even your
spiritual values.”

But it wasn’t just “a number of Catholics” who
were guilty “of this deplorable conduct.” The
church as an institution was complicit in the
policy of the government. The church
implemented a governmental policy which
sought to take away the identity, culture,
language, and name, of Indigenous people.
As church historian Jeremy Bergen from the
University of Waterloo puts it, “The Pope did
not acknowledge that the church as an
institution embraced assimilationist policy in
its decision to run the schools.”

It’s all too easy to blame a few individuals. But
the guilty party was the institution, and Pope
Francis failed to apologize for the institution
of which he is the head. It failed to be a full
and complete apology.

A second issue for me (as a grammar nerd)
is that much of his statement is in the
passive voice. “These things were done to
you,” he said, but that fails to identify the
perpetrator of the action. A heartfelt apology
would have said, “We did this to you” in the
active voice. The passive voice allowed Pope
Francis to sidestep the Church’s role as the
perpetrator of these actions, and it shielded
him behind a wall of ambiguity. An authentic
apology is as clear as possible in accepting
appropriate blame.

This partial apology is only an exceedingly

small first step. Much work remains to be
done. Near the end of his remarks, Pope
Francis said “Any truly effective process of
healing requires concrete actions.” He
promised to come to Canada. To use a sports
analogy, this first meeting was held on the
Pope’s home field; now the Pope will come to
our home field, where many Indigenous
people are waiting to hear a genuine
apology on their own land.

At the same time, Canadian citizens have a
great deal of work to do as well. As Senator
Murray Sinclair (Chair of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission) said in response
“the Church must push forward to address
deniers within their congregations.” There
are still too many settlers who deny the truth
and harm we have done. Indeed, far too
many still think that “everything would be fine
if they would just be like us”—another form of
the same assimilationist policy.

The Anglican Church of Canada apologized
in 1993, accepting full responsibility: “I accept
and I confess before God and you, our
failures in the residential schools. We failed
you. We failed ourselves. We failed God. I am
sorry … that we were part of a system which
took you and your children from home and
family… that we tried to remake you in our
image, taking from you your language and
the signs of your identity … that in our schools
so many were abused physically, sexually,
culturally, and emotionally. On behalf of the
Anglican Church of Canada, I present our
apology.”

Since then, we have begun walking on the
difficult journey of reconciliation. My hope is
that the Pope’s statement becomes a first
step in a commitment to that same journey.

Rev. Yme Woensdregt
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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The Jays Care Foundation, the charitable
extension of the Toronto Blue Jays, will make
infrastructure investments of more than $1.2
million in 2022 to benefit Canadian children
and youth through its Field Of Dreams
program.

16 organizations across 7 provinces and 1
territory will receive funding to build,
enhance, and refurbish baseball diamonds
where children and youth will develop
important life skills and learn from positive
role models. Jays Care has invested more
than $15 million in 145 safe spaces across all
10 provinces and two territories in the last 10
years.

The following communities and
organizations have been selected as Jays
Care’s 2022 Field Of Dreams grant recipients:

Calgary, Alberta
Whitecourt, Alberta
Invermere, British Columbia
Kamloops, British Columbia
Smithers, British Columbia
La Salle, Manitoba
Lundar, Manitoba
Amherst, Nova Scotia
Dominion, Nova Scotia
Arctic Bay, Nunavut
Whale Cove, Nunavut
Christian Island, Ontario
Etobicoke, Ontario
Trois-Rivieres, Quebec

Laird, Saskatchewan
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
“Jays Care is thrilled to invest in building and
refurbishing community baseball diamonds
for sixteen communities across the country.
We believe that now, more than ever, it is vital
for kids to have spaces where they can safely
play, connect and learn.” said Robert Witchel,
Executive Director, Jays Care Foundation.
“With projects spanning from the Atlantic to
the Pacific to the Arctic Ocean, this year truly
exemplifies the vast geographic scope of our
Blue Jays Community. We are excited to
continue a legacy of investing in
infrastructure to support Canadian children
and youth and look forward to celebrating
with communities in the months ahead.”

Jays Care Foundation is grateful for the
support of its largest funding partner, Rogers
Communications, whose annual donation
supports the growth of youth programs like
Challenger Baseball, Rookie League and
Girls At Bat – with many kids in these
programs playing on Fields Of Dreams
diamonds.

The funds will go towards upgrades at the
Rotary Ball Diamond in Invermere.

Original article found here.

INVERMERE
RECEIVES JAYS

CARE INVESTMENT
Invermere is 1 of 16 communities across Canada to win the Jays

Care Foundation Field of Dreams.

https://about.rogers.com/news-ideas/jays-care-invests-more-than-1-2-million-in-community-baseball-diamonds-across-canada/
https://about.rogers.com/news-ideas/jays-care-invests-more-than-1-2-million-in-community-baseball-diamonds-across-canada/
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A reminder you can still apply for a
Neighbourhood Small Grant, but the
deadline is quickly approaching; the
deadline is May 16th

The Neighbourhood Small Grants (NSG)
program invites Invermere residents of any
age, experience, or background to
participate in building community.

A Neighbourhood Small Grant provides up to

$500 for projects that help us stay connected
right now.

Apply today! neighbourhoodsmallgrants.ca

If you have any questions, please reach out
to me Yunuen (Junewhen) via email at
yperezvertti@anhbc.org or ph# 604.875.9111
ext. 118

The deadline is May 16th

NEIGHBOURHOOD
SMALL GRANT

https://neighbourhoodsmallgrants.ca
mailto:yperezvertti@anhbc.org
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VALLEY PROMOTIONS

Inspection, Testing & Maintenance

For more information please call/email 
250.409.7233

admin@corfirepro.ca
www.corfirepro.ca

We provide you with pieces of equipment and training
to help protect you, your loved ones, employees, and

your investments from dangerous fires. 
 

Coaches Ashley and Christian have a
combined 17 years experience. We offer both
adult and kids Brazilian Jiu jitsu programs, as
well as women's options for both Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu and self defense.

We can be contacted via:
e mail @ journeybjj2020@gmail.com
phone @ 250-421-7886
Facebook @ Journey Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Instagram @ journeybrazilianjiujitsu

mailto:journeybjj2020@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Journeybjj
https://www.instagram.com/journeybrazilianjiujitsu/
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Chief financial officer Jim Hendricks
presented Kimberly council with a municipal
property tax request. The proposed property
tax increase will be 5.58%.

Additionally, the City of Cranbrook council
last night unanimously agreed to direct city
administrative staff to set tax rates for 2022,
including an average increase of 2.75% to
residential and 0.8% increase to commercial
property owners in 2022.

Cranbrook’s total tax increase of the
combined 1.75% tax increase plus the one
per cent road tax is lower than most other
comparable communities in British
Columbia in 2022.

Below is a list of municipalities that have
publicly proposed the following tax increases:

Campbell River (3.13%);
Kelowna (3.64%);
Creston (3.65%);
Salmon Arm (4.00%);
Squamish (4.10%);
Lake Country (5.88%);

Kimberley (4.71%);
Terrace (5.52%);
Penticton (5.70%);
Vernon (6.88%).

The city’s 2.75% tax levy increase pertains
only to the municipal portion of a property
owner’s tax bill. The city also collects on
behalf of School District No. 5, the Regional
District of East Kootenay (RDEK), Kootenay
East Regional Hospital District (KERHD), and
B.C. Assessment.

The proposed 2022 tax rates bylaw will be
back to council for three readings on May 9
and adoption on May 12.

Coun. Mike Peabody said the proposed tax
rate is “a responsible budget.”

Property tax notices for 2022 will be arriving
in the mail by mid-May 2022.

Please read the Proposed 2022 City of
Cranbrook Tax Rates report.

Article adapted from multiple sources.

HERE COME MORE
TAX INCREASES

Various news outlets are warning of impending tax increase,
including increases to property taxes.

https://cranbrook.civicweb.net/document/68369/Proposed%202022%20City%20of%20Cranbrook%20Tax%20Rates.pdf?handle=4460BD8214584D9E9D27F6A51D174DF7
https://cranbrook.civicweb.net/document/68369/Proposed%202022%20City%20of%20Cranbrook%20Tax%20Rates.pdf?handle=4460BD8214584D9E9D27F6A51D174DF7


T h e V o i c e o f t h e C o l u m b i a V a l l e y

TheVoiceCV.ca24



T h e V o i c e o f t h e C o l u m b i a V a l l e y

TheVoiceCV.ca 25

VALLEY PROMOTIONS
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A LITTLE FUN

Q: Why are seagulls called
seagulls?

A: Because if they flew over the
bay, they’d be bagels.



GET INVOLVED
There are MANY ways you can get involved with this awesome

online publication! We hope to hear from you.

FOR A FULL-PAGE PLACEMENT
Donate a product or service for giveaway through
the Valley Voice. Help us give back to the readers
and we will help place you. Though, we will likely
reserve this to one per issue. Businesses can choose
to host more than one giveaway through Valley
Voices to obtain additional feature pages.

FOR A FULL-PAGE FOOD WRITE UP
We will ask you to provide the meal set you want
tasted, at no charge, to our public food writer. (One
of the front facing volunteer positions through the
Valley Voice where anonymity is not always
possible.) You will be notified when to expect the
critic and they will introduce themselves. Once the
meal has been completed, you can expect a full-
page review, complete with photography of your
food, to appear in a future issue.

TO GET ON THE COVER
This one is really easy… take the best
photo. If the best photo has been
submitted by a business, it’s the
business who will be credited on the
front page.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER!
We are always looking for content curators, liaisons, photographers, and promoters.

Want to get involved?

Email us at news@thevoicecv.ca

Any and all businessess, organizations and
entrepreneurs are welcome to sumbit a business ad
for free. *Ads must be refreshed periodically. Once
an add is out of date or stale, we will remove it.*

BUSINESS ADS

VISIT US ON SOCIAL
@thevoicecv

VISIT US ONLINE
thevoicecv.ca

•

mailto:news@thevoicecv.ca

